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Aptitude assessment at the
Basel Academy of Art and Design

Dear Applicant
Thank you for your interest in the Bachelor’s degree programme Visual Communi-
cation and Digital Spaces at the Basel Academy of Art and Design FHNW.

® Application deadline Bachelor’s programme To be eligible for participation in the aptitude assessment,
15 February 2026 please apply on the registration portal as soon as possible - no later
than 15 February 2026.

->about Degree Programme and Online-Application
->FAQ about Online-Application

There is aregistration fee of CHF 200 that must be paid before you
complete your registration.

Application Please take note of the documents you are asked to submitas a
PDF upon registration. -> How to prepare?

After receipt of your registration via the registration portal, you will
receive a first email as confirmation of receipt. A second email
confirmation will be sent if the formal admission requirements for
the aptitude assessment are met.

Communication Communication regarding the further process and during the
aptitude assessment up to the admission decision are made by the
Bachelor in Visual Communication and Digital Spaces at the
following email address:
admission.BA-viskom.hgk@fhnw.ch

® Aptitude assessment

Introduction The purpose of the aptitude assessment is to reveal talents and
skills applicants have acquired in the course of their earlier education
in design and which waits to be further developed in the BA degree
programme Visual Communication and Digital Space. The actual
aptitude assessment is divided into a first part and - if the applicant
passes - a second part. For more detailed information see the
following pages.

Submit application documents by In order to be admitted to the aptitude assessment, please upload
15 February 2026 (24.00 hours CET) the documents as listed below to the registration portal in time - latest
however by 15 February 2026.

Upload whenregistering Application documents
- Evidence of meeting the admission requirements
(diplomas/ certificates etc.)
- CVintabular format
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Part1of aptitude assessment
11 March 2026

Part1includes the submission of creative works from your previous
education (portfolio) and a motivational video that provides infor-
mation about you as a person, activities you enjoy, and your motivation
to study for a Bachelor’s degree in Visual Communication and

Digital Spaces. Accepted candidates will be informed accordingly

on 11 March 2026 by email.

Portfolio - analogue or digital

Assemble your portfolio with an eye toward studying for a BA

in Visual Communication and Digital Spaces. We are interesting to
getting to know about your design basics, explorations, experiments,
applied and free projects from preparatory courses, internships,
professional experience, school, your hobbies. However, only include
works you think are relevant.

Analogue portfolio / Work folder

- Format max.DIN-A2,42x60x8cm (WxHxD)
- 8to12works at most

Submission: see below / Return: see page 4

Digital portfolio (1document)

Data format: Adobe PDF (print/interactive) or website (URL)
8t012 projects at most

- For animations etc. use clickable links (no QR codes)

Name the file as follows: NAME_First Name_Portfolio

Evidence of authorship

Confirm by signature on the last page of the portfolio (separate page)
that you personally are the sole author of the work(s). If the work is
only partly yours, please indicate which part you created personally
and which is by a different author.

Motivational video

Consider the making of the motivational video as a design-based
work. You can use either a smartphone, a camera, or awebcam.

The following questions are intended as a guideline for creating the
content: Why are you interested in studying Visual Communication
and Digital Spaces? Which of the two specializations Visual Communi-
cation and Digital Spaces have you decided to take, and why? What
made you choose the Basel Academy of Art and Design FHNW?
What is your background in design education? Which aspects of your
previous design education are important to you? Which projectin
your portfolio do you find particularly impressive, and why? Who or
what inspires you in your design work?

Motivational video: maximum duration 60 seconds
- Language: Standard German or English

- Format (WxH):1920 x1080 px (1080p)

- Dataformats: mov/mp4

Saving the data

Save the portfolio (1document) and the motivation video
(1document) in a folder named as follows:

NAME_First Name_BA_VisualCommunication_2026
NAME_First Name_BA_DigitalSpaces_2026

Submission of portfolio / motivational video
11-13 March 2026 (12.00 hours CET)

You will receive a link for uploading your file by email on 11 March after
which you have time until 13 March 2026, 12 noon CET to upload the
folder containing the two documents.

Analogue portfolio/work folder must be sent to the following address
by 13 March 2026, 12 noon CET:

Hochschule fiir Gestaltung und Kunst Basel

Institute Digital Communication Environments (IDCE)
Studiengang Visuelle Kommunikation und digitale Rdume BA
Zulassungsverfahren 2026

Freilager-Platz 1, Postfach

CH-4002 Basel

page 2 of 4

Visual Communication and Digital Spaces BA / www.fhnw.ch/hgk


https://www.fhnw.ch/en/about-fhnw/schools/academy-of-art-and-design

..ordelivered to the reception desk (ground floor) during opening hours
on12 March 2026 (08.00-12.00 and 13.00-17.00)
on 13 March 2026 (08.00-12.00):

Basel Academy of Art and Design FHNW
Freilager-Platz1, High-rise building, reception desk
4142 Minchenstein b.Basel

Important: please use the specially prepared stickers (see page 5) for
labelling and submitting an analogue portfolio/work folder.

Email account

Make sure that your email account has sufficient memory at all times
during the aptitude assessment. Consult your email inbox regularly.

Evaluation, part1

After submitting the portfolio and motivational video, the admission
commission will decide on whether an applicant is eligible for part 2 of
the aptitude assessment.

Announcement of results of part1
from 25 March 2026

A positive decision (and thus admittance to part2) as well as a
negative decision will be sent by email.

Part 2 of the aptitude assessment -
Creative and written homework
25 March -9 April 2026

Candidates who are admitted to Part 2 will receive an assignment
for the creative homework and an assignment on a design topic
for the written homework.

You will receive a Dropbox link for uploading your file by email
on 25 March after which you have 14 calendar days to upload the files
until 9 April 2026.

Presentation of creative homework/
interview

Content: Short presentation of the creative homework, answering
questions about the homework, personal motivation, and future

14-16 April 2026 career outlook.
Duration: approx. 15 minutes
Make sure you are available on all three days! The schedule will be
sent on 25 March 2026 together with the confirmation of acceptance.
Evaluation, part2 The presentation of the creative homework and the interview

along with the written homework will be evaluated by the admission
commission. The results of part 2 of the assessment are included
in the overall rating which provides the basis for the ranking.

Return of analogue portfolio/ work folder
14-16 April 2026

Analogue portfolios/work folders can be collected on the indicated
days in Room D 5.03, see postal address.

Request an appointment at: admission.BA-viskom.hgk@fhnw.ch
There is no return shipment!

Admission decision

Announcement of the results of part 2
from 29 April 2026

A positive decision (and therefore admission to the degree pro-
gramme) will be communicated by email. Negative decisions will be
sent electronically in the form of a ruling (IncaMail). As of today,

34 study places will be assigned, divided between the two specializa-
tion “Visual Communication” and “Digital Spaces”.

Registration form

Your acceptance of the study place is effected by returning
the completed registration form (within 7 days after being accepted).

Ranked waiting list

In the application procedure, the available places are allocated

to applicants who fulfill all admission requirements and have passed
the aptitude assessment according to their ranking in the overall
evaluation of the aptitude assessment. Applicants who cannot

be offered a study place on the basis of their raking will be informed
accordingly and placed on a ranked waiting list.
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Decision re ranked waiting list

If we receive a cancellation, we will immediately consult the ranked
waiting list and contact the person next in position by email.

Definite and binding registration

Latest by 6 May 2026

® Enrolment

You can submit your definitive application for enrolment
(registration form HGK Basel) by email to:
admission.BA.hgk@fhnw.ch

After receipt of your application, you will receive detailed information
about the programme and the documents to be submitted for
enrolment atthe Academy.

® Autumnsemester2026/27

Introduction weeks
31August-11September 2026

The mandatory introduction weeks to the BA degree programme
Visual Communication and Digital Spaces are scheduled
for the period from 31 August to 11 September 2026.

You will receive detailed information about the introduction week
and the start of the semester by email in good time.

Start of the semester
Structure of academic year

Monday, 14 September 2026
->Structure of academic year 2026/27
->Course catalogue HGK Basel FHNW

Questions

admission.BA-viskom.hgk@fhnw.ch

Postal address

Hochschule fiir Gestaltung und Kunst Basel

Institute Digital Communication Environments (IDCE)
Studiengang Visuelle Kommunikation und digitale Raume BA
Zulassungsverfahren 2026

Freilager-Platz1, Postfach

CH-4002 Basel

Documents

Fee schedule for education (Bachelor and Master) FHNW (in German)
LI ]

b5

A
Study Regulation Visual Communication and Digital Spaces BA

(in German)
=A0]

[]5:
General provisions

© University of Applied Sciences and Arts Northwestern Switzerland FHNW
Basel Academy of Art and Design

Admission procedure HGK Basel, status June 2025
Subject to changes and adjustments.
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¥ The label must be affixed to the front of the portfolio/work folder
Format portfolio/work folder: max.DIN-A2,42 x60x8 cm (W x H xD)

Basel Academy of Art and Design FHNW
Institute Digital Communication Environments (IDCE)

Visual Communication and Digital Spaces BA
Aptitude assessment 2026
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Hochschule fiir Gestaltung und Kunst Basel

Institute Digital Communication Environments (IDCE)
Studiengang Visuelle Kommunikation und digitale Raume BA
Zulassungsverfahren 2026

Freilager-Platz 1, Postfach

CH-4002 Basel




