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Aptitude assessment at the
Basel Academy of Art and Design

Dear Applicant

Thank you for your interest in the Master’s degree programme Digital Communication
Environments at the Basel Academy of Art and Design.

® Application deadline Master's programme
15 March 2026

To be eligible for participation in the aptitude assessment, please
apply on the registration portal as soon as possible - no later than
15 March 2026.

->about Degree Programme and Online-Application
->FAQ about Online-Application

There is a registration fee of CHF 200 that must be paid before you
complete your application.

Application

Please take note of the documents you are asked to submitas a
PDF upon registration. -> How to prepare?

After receipt of your registration via the registration portal, you will
receive a first email as confirmation of receipt. A second email
confirmation will be sent if the formal admission requirements for
the aptitude assessment are met.

Communication

Communication regarding the further process and during the
aptitude assessment up to the admission decision are made by the
Master in Digital Communication Environments at the following email
address:

admission.MA-digitalcom.hgk@fhnw.ch

® Aptitude assessment

The aptitude assessment is carried out in two steps:

Part 1: Submission of application documents including portfolio,
motivation letter, and text sample

Part 2: Interview with presentation of portfolio

Part1of aptitude assessment latest by
15 March 2026 (12:00 PM)

For part1of the aptitude assessment you must upload the following
documents to the registration portal:
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https://www.fhnw.ch/en/about-fhnw/schools/academy-of-art-and-design
https://www.fhnw.ch/en/degree-programmes/art-and-design/master-of-arts/master-of-arts-fhnw-in-design-digital-communication-environments
https://www.fhnw.ch/en/degree-programmes/art-and-design/admission-registration-and-aptitude-assessment/frequently-asked-questions
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mailto:admission.MA-digitalcom.hgk%40fhnw.ch%20?subject=
mailto:admission.MA-art.hgk%40fhnw.ch?subject=

Upload with your application

Your complete application documents including

- CVintabular format

- Proof of compliance with admission requirements
A Bachelor’s degree in Design (Visual Communication) orin a
related degree course OR a different but equivalent degree in
Design (equivalent to BA level according to “Dublin Descriptors”).

- Portfolio
The portfolio is submitted as a PDF and should contain documenta-
tion of previous artistic / design work on 20 to 40 pages at most.

- Motivation letter
The motivation letter is sent digitally as a PDF and should comprise
1to 2 pages.

- Text sample
The text sample consists of at least 5 A4 pages submitted digitally
as a PDF file (e.g. BA thesis, research paper, written course work).
Accepted are works in English, German, French or Italian.

Announcement of the results of part1
from 30 March 2026

The decision concerning part 1of the aptitude assessment is
communicated by email. Negative admission decisions are sent
by IncaMail.

Part 2 of aptitude assessment
from 8 to 20 April 2026

The interviews will be conducted between 8 and 20 April 2026. There
you will have the opportunity to present works from the portfolio you
submitted. Other topics will include: motivation, previous education/
experience, goals of study and career expectations.

Duration 30 minutes

Admission decision

Announcement of the results of part 2
30 April 2026

The decision concerning part 2 of the aptitude assessment (and thus
the admission decision) is communicated by email. Negative
admission decisions are sent by IncaMail.

Registration deadline for degree programme
10 May 2026

The definite and binding registration (registration form HGK Basel)
for astudy place must be submitted by 10 May 2026.

Ranked waiting list

In the admission procedure, the available study places are assigned
to the candidates that fulfil the admission requirements and have
passed their aptitude assessment according to a ranking system.
Candidates who were not awarded a study place on the basis of their
ranking in the assessment, receive a confirmation that they figure on
the ranked waiting list.

Decision concerning the ranked waiting list
11 May 2026

As of 11 May 2026, study places will be awarded to individuals on
the ranked waiting list according to their ranking.

® Enrolment

You can submit your definitive application for enrolment (registration
form HGK Basel) by email to:

admission.MA.hgk@fhnw.ch

After receipt of your application, you will receive detailed information
about the programme and the documents to be submitted for
enrolment at the Academy.
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® Fall semester 2026/27

Introduction week and
further information

The compulsory introductory weeks of the MA Digital Communi-
cation Envornments take place from 31 August to 11 September 2026.

You will receive more detailed information regarding the introduction
weeks and the start of the semester in good time by email.

Start of semester
Structure of academic year

Monday, 14 September 2026
->Structure of academic year 2026/27
->Course catalogue HGK Basel FHNW

Questions

Please address any questions regarding the aptitude assessment
in the context of the admission procedure to:
admission.MA-digitalcom.hgk@fhnw.ch

Postal address

Basel Academy of Art and Design FHNW
Institute Digital Communication Environments (IDCE)

Master’'s Degree Programme IDCE
Zulassungsverfahren 2026
Freilager-Platz 1, Postfach

4002 Basel

Dokumente

iihu o
General provisions

© University of Applied Sciences and Arts Northwestern Switzerland FHNW
Basel Academy of Art and Design

Admission procedure HGK Basel, status July 2025
Subject to changes and adjustments.
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https://www.fhnw.ch/en/about-fhnw/schools/academy-of-art-and-design
https://www.fhnw.ch/de/studium/gestaltung-kunst/dokumente_hgk/hgk-studienjahresstruktur_2023-2024_pfile.pdf
https://www.fhnw.ch/de/studium/gestaltung-kunst/dokumente_hgk/hgk-studienjahresstruktur_2026-2027_pfile.pdf/@@display-file/file
https://modulbeschreibungen.webapps.fhnw.ch/?semester=25HS&studyProgram=MA%20in%20Digitale%20Kommunikations-Umgebungen&university=Hochschule%20f%C3%BCr%20Gestaltung%20und%20Kunst%20Basel%20FHNW
mailto:admission.MA-digitalcom.hgk%40fhnw.ch?subject=
https://www.fhnw.ch/de/studium/gestaltung-kunst/studienreglemente/hgk_auszug_gebuehren_2023_de-en_pfile.pdf
https://www.fhnw.ch/de/studium/media/gebuehrenordnung-ausbildung-fhnw-2023-2024.pdf
https://www.fhnw.ch/de/studium/media/gebuehrenordnung-ausbildung-fhnw-2023-2024.pdf
https://www.fhnw.ch/de/studium/media/gebuehrenordnung-ausbildung-fhnw-2023-2024.pdf
https://www.fhnw.ch/de/studium/media/gebuehrenordnung-ausbildung-fhnw-2023-2024.pdf
https://www.fhnw.ch/de/studium/gestaltung-kunst/studienreglemente/2024/hgk_idce_ma_sr_digital-communication_20240821_pfile.pdf
https://www.fhnw.ch/de/studium/gestaltung-kunst/dokumente_hgk/ma_dokumente-vorbereitung_de-en_pfile.pdf
https://www.fhnw.ch/de/studium/gestaltung-kunst/dokumente_hgk/hgk_merkblatt_bestimmungen_de-en_pfile.pdf

