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2. Initial Situation
Most children between the ages of 4 and 10 are interested in scientifictechnological phenomena and they want to explore the world hands-on. However,
this scientific curiosity is often insufficiently supported within their families and
schools. This is where grandparents can play a key role.

3. Goals

Science Education level
• Arouse interest for science and engineering
• Understand scientific phenomena through the own activity
• Motivate students to experiment with everyday materials at home

Societal level

•
•
•
•
•

Assist intergenerational learning
Support dialogue between two generations
Promote lifelong learning
Activate experience and knowledge of older generations
Reduce resentments of older generations towards science
and technology

4. Courses
Science courses

Within the project framework, courses for "Nanas" and "Poppas" are
offered. They learn how to use simple everyday tools to make science
and technology available to their grandchildren. Thereby, the focus for
both grandparents and children is on playful, inquiry-based learning.
Basic courses

Basic course 1

Course for experts

Basic course 2

5. Content

Technical constructions

Hands-on activities

→ Everyday materials → context everyday life relevant → simple implementation

Science experiments

6. Learning arrangement

7. First experiences
•
•
•
•
•

Very interested, active, open-minded
Most participants have an academic education
Equal number of men and women
80% have grandchildren
Age: 60–70

8. Evaluation
3. The contents of the course were interesting for me

1. The course corresponded to the announced objectives and contents
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At the end of each course an evaluation based on
questionnaires was performed.
Settings, course procedure, experimentation
contents, material and explanations were adjusted
and optimized in regard to the evaluation findings.
Overall, the evaluation findings show a very positive
perception of the course.
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6. I had the opportunity to deal with different topics of science and technology
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15. I can recommend this course for those interested
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9. Outlook
The project is an almost 3-year pilot project.
Next step: when adequate funding is acquired,
we will continue to offer the courses in Basel,
and extend the offer in two more cantons.

10. Discussion
1. Which experiences do you have in your country concerning intergenerational learning in science?
2. How can experimentation-based activities, with senior citizens and children together, be successfully organized and how can they be sustainably established?
3. How can senior citizens, from a highly educated background in science and technology, be sufficiently challenged – what are your experiences in your country?
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